
Proposed SWM Facilities?

Is the project required to obtain a 
Dam Safety or Small Pond 

Approval per Policy Memo # 23?

Is the project required to obtain a 
Dam Safety or Small Pond 

Approval per Policy Memo # 23?

YesNo

Plan Submittal to 
Carroll County

Design must meet the seven 
criteria on pages 3.8 and 3.9 of 

the MDE Manual

Design must meet the seven 
criteria on pages 3.8 and 3.9 of 

the MDE Manual

No

Is the facility a Class A/Low 
Hazard Structure?

Is the facility a Class A/Low 
Hazard Structure?

Yes

Submit design to 
MDE for Dam 

Safety Approval 
after CC SWM 

approval has been 
granted.  Include 
Application for a 

Dam Safety Permit 
or Small Pond 

Approval to route 
the JPA to MDE 

Dam Safety.

Submit design to 
MDE for Dam 

Safety Approval 
after CC SWM 

approval has been 
granted.  Include 
Application for a 

Dam Safety Permit 
or Small Pond 

Approval to route 
the JPA to MDE 

Dam Safety.

CC Reviews for 
SWM and Dam 

Safety Compliance

CC Reviews for 
SWM and Dam 

Safety Compliance

No

Is the facility within the size 
limitations of the Dam Safety Permit 
Exemption Section of Policy # 23?

Is the facility within the size 
limitations of the Dam Safety Permit 
Exemption Section of Policy # 23?

Yes

Yes

Does the site drain to a "cold water watershed" as 
defined in the Cold Water Mapping Tool?  This includes 
Trout Watersheds and/or Benthic Macroinvertabrates 

and/or Use Class III watersheds.

Does the site drain to a "cold water watershed" as 
defined in the Cold Water Mapping Tool?  This includes 
Trout Watersheds and/or Benthic Macroinvertabrates 

and/or Use Class III watersheds.

Yes

Did you meet the special 
criteria of Guidelines in 
Coldwater Watersheds?

Did you meet the special 
criteria of Guidelines in 
Coldwater Watersheds?

No

No

Yes

Does the design comply with all 
current MDE Dam Safety guidelines 

and policies?

Does the design comply with all 
current MDE Dam Safety guidelines 

and policies?

Approval from Carroll County for SWM 
and dam safety

No

Construct facilities - Inspected by engineer 
in charge during construction

Submit certified as-built plans and 
documentation

Developer provides cost estimates for 
bonding and legal documents are 

recorded

Facilities are 
inspected by CC

and meet 
requirements

Facilities are 
inspected
and meet 

requirements

Yes

No

Will CC own 
facilities?

Yes

CC takes ownership and 
bond is released two years 

after certification
Bond is released

No

Developer brings site in to 
compliance

No Dam Safety Review - 
SWM Review by Carroll 

County is required

No Dam Safety Review - 
SWM Review by Carroll 

County is required

No

Yes

No

Has the applicant certified 
and submitted the Pond 

Code 378 Checklist?

Has the applicant certified 
and submitted the Pond 

Code 378 Checklist?

Yes

Small Pond 

Approval 

Process

Small Pond 

Approval 

Process

No

Yes

Portion of Small Pond Approval to appear on 
plans - Small Pond Approval Acceptance Block - 

page 5 and Operation and Maintenance 
Guidelines

Portion of Small Pond Approval to appear on 
plans - Small Pond Approval Acceptance Block - 

page 5 and Operation and Maintenance 
Guidelines

Plan includes Project Completion & As-Built 
Submission Affidavit

Plan includes Project Completion & As-Built 
Submission Affidavit

Plan includes As-Built Submission ChecklistPlan includes As-Built Submission Checklist

Note:  Policy Memos 

refer to Maryland 

Department of 

Environment Dam 

Safety 

Memorandums

Revised April 
2025

https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17044/md378-2000-ponds.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17044/md378-2000-ponds.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/StormwaterManagementProgram/Pages/stormwater_design.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/StormwaterManagementProgram/Pages/stormwater_design.aspx
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17044/md378-2000-ponds.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17044/md378-2000-ponds.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/land-resource-management/resource-management/programs/stormwater-management-program/stormwater-management-program-formsapplications/
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/land-resource-management/resource-management/programs/stormwater-management-program/stormwater-management-program-formsapplications/
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/land-resource-management/resource-management/programs/stormwater-management-program/stormwater-management-program-formsapplications/
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/land-resource-management/resource-management/programs/stormwater-management-program/stormwater-management-program-formsapplications/
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17014/mde-policies-and-procedures-for-small-pond-approval.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17014/mde-policies-and-procedures-for-small-pond-approval.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=dc5100c0266d4ce89df813f34678944a
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=dc5100c0266d4ce89df813f34678944a
https://cmsadmin.carrollcountymd.gov/media/16981/mde-thermal-guidance-document-august-2022.pdf
https://cmsadmin.carrollcountymd.gov/media/16981/mde-thermal-guidance-document-august-2022.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/damsafety/pages/guidelines.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/damsafety/pages/guidelines.aspx
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/land-resource-management/resource-management/programs/stormwater-management-program/stormwater-management-program-formsapplications/
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/land-resource-management/resource-management/programs/stormwater-management-program/stormwater-management-program-formsapplications/
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17020/small-pond-review-checklist_.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17020/small-pond-review-checklist_.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/land-resource-management/resource-management/programs/stormwater-management-program/small-pond-approvals/
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/land-resource-management/resource-management/programs/stormwater-management-program/small-pond-approvals/
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17019/small-pond-approval-document.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17019/small-pond-approval-document.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17018/project-completion-as-built-new-aug-2022-jms.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17018/project-completion-as-built-new-aug-2022-jms.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17015/as-built-submission-checklist.pdf
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/17015/as-built-submission-checklist.pdf
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