
 
Board of County 
Commissioners 

 
Joseph A. Vigliotti, President  

Michael R. Guerin, Vice President  
Thomas S. Gordon III 

Kenneth A. Kiler 
Susan Krebs 

 

 
Department of  
Public Works 

 
Bryan Bokey, PE 

Director 
ccdpw@carrollcountymd.gov  

Phone: 410-386-2248 
Fax: 410-876-2431 

 

 
225 North Center Street Westminster, Maryland 21157 

410-386-2400; 1-888-302-8978 
MD Relay 711/800-735-2258 

Maryland General Assembly – Business Regulation  
Roof Mounted Solar Panels and Wildlife Barriers 

 
(e) (1) Except B.§ provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a home improvement contract for 

the installation of a solar energy generating system on the roof of a building shall include the 
installation of a barrier that meets industry standards to prevent wildlife intrusion and damage 
to the solar energy generating system or the underlying roof. 

(2)  A home improvement contract for the installation of a solar energy generating system on 
the roof of a building is not required to include the installation of a barrier as specified under 
paragraph (1) of this subsection if the customer has waived the installation of the barrier after 
being informed of the cost of the barrier and the risks of not installing a wildlife barrier. 
 
NOTE: Beginning January 1, 2026 - Solar panel plans must include wildlife barrier information. 
If the property owner chooses not to install a wildlife barrier, a Wildlife Barrier Waiver must be 
submitted with the plans. 
The waiver letter must include: 

• Acknowledgment of the option to install a wildlife barrier and the risks of not doing so 

• Property address where solar panels will be installed 

• Statement requesting the waiver 

• Signature of the legal property owner 

• Witness signature (unless digitally verified) 

Plans will not be approved without this information. 
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